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(This pamphlet explains the parts of Canada’s 
immigration law that will affect people in- 
tending to immigrate; however, it is not a 
legal document. If you require a precise, legal 
interpretation, please refer to the 1976 Immi- 
gration Act and Regulations.) 


The Canadian government has offices in 
many parts of the world where immigration 
officers assist people who intend to make 
Canada their new home. These officers can 
tell you about the country’s immigration law, 
its climate, geography, living and working 
standards, and other aspects of Canadian life. 
And, if you apply to immigrate to Canada, 
they will process your application. 


The services provided by immigration offi- 
cers are free of charge. You should beware of 
people or agencies who charge a fee to help 
you with your application. Private agencies or 
individuals cannot improve your chances of 
acceptance or hasten the processing of your 
application. 


WHO CAN APPLY 


Anyone can apply to immigrate to Canada. 
Although the overall number of immigrants 
Canada can absorb is set by the government, 
there is no quota on the number of immigrants 
admitted from any particular country or area 
of the world. 


DEPOSITORY LIBRARY MATERIAg 
HOW TO APPLY 


You may apply at any Canadian govern- 
ment office outside Canada either on your 
own initiative or with the sponsorship of a 
Close relative living in Canada. Visitors to 
Canada who decide that they want to live in 
the country permanently cannot do so by re- 
maining and applying from within. Everyone 
wishing to immigrate to Canada is required to 
apply while still living abroad. 


If your application indicates that you may 
be able to settle successfully in Canada, you 
will be asked to appear for a personal inter- 
view. Then, if your application is approved, 
the immigration officer will counsel you on 
working and living conditions in Canada and 
answer any questions you may have about the 
country. 


HOW THE SELECTION SYSTEM WORKS 


Immigrants are selected under three ad- 
missible classes — the family class, refugees, 
and independent and other applicants who 
apply on their own initiative with or without 
the assistance of relatives in Canada. 


All applicants are selected according to 
universal standards designed to determine 
their ability to adjust to Canadian life and 
settle successfully. Except for refugees, 
retirees, and members of the family class, 
applicants are assessed against a detailed 
point system based on education, vocational 
training, experience, prospects for employ- 
ment, a pre-arranged job, destination in 
Canada, age, knowledge of the English and 
French languages, personal suitability, and 
the presence of relatives in Canada. 


Also, medical and background checks are 
made to determine whether there are legal 
or health barriers that would prevent appli- 
cants from being admitted to Canada as per- 
manent residents. 


Pre-arranged employment means a firm 
job offer by an employer in Canada, made 
following confirmation by the Canadian gov- 
ernment that no citizen or permanent resident 
of Canada is qualified and available to fill the 
job in question. A designated occupation is 
one in an area of Canada identified as having 
a shortage of workers in that occupation. 


PROCESSING APPLICATIONS 


All applications are processed as quickly 
as possible. But, because thousands of ap- 
plications are received each year, a global 
priority system has been established to en- 
sure that sponsored family members and 
refugees seeking resettlement receive the 
highest priority. There may be longer waiting 
periods for other applicants. 


Unnecessary inquiries can slow the pro- 
cess. You should contact the immigration 
officer only when asked to do so, except if 
you wish to provide additional information 
such as a Change of marital status, the birth 
of a child or a change of address. And, you 
should wait until you have been officially 
notified that you may proceed to Canada 
before you give up your present employment 
or dispose of your possessions. 


SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 


When requested, applicants should present 
all relevant documents to the immigration 
officer. These may include: birth or baptismal 
certificates for all members of the family; 
marriage certificates, separation or divorce 
papers; educational transcripts, technical or 
professional certificates; and, if possible, 
letters of reference. 


If your application is approved, you will 
need these papers at the time of your arrival 
in Canada. And, it would be helpful if they 
could be translated into English or French 
before you leave your homeland. 


EMPLOYMENT 


If it appears likely at the time of your in- 
terview that you will be selected for admis- 
sion to Canada, the immigration officer will 
discuss locations in Canada that offer op- 
portunities for employment in your particular 
occupation. However, if your application is 
approved, you may be asked to change your 
destination should the demand for your skills 
have shifted to another part of the country 
by that time. 


LANGUAGE 


Canada has two official languages — 
English and French. Before leaving for Can- 
ada, all immigrants should attempt to acquire 
working knowledge of one or both of the 
languages, depending upon their destination 
in the country. The immigration officer will 
indicate which language is predominant in 
the part of Canada where you wish to settle. 


PROFESSIONAL AND TRADE LICENSING 


Most professions in Canada are regulated 
by provincial legislation and professional as- 
sociations. Before leaving home, prospective 
immigrants should ensure that any profes- 
sional qualifications they have will be rec- 
ognized in Canada. 


The skilled trades are also regulated by 
provincial, municipal, or union standards, and 
those entering a trade must produce certifica- 
tes of their qualifications. Union membership 
in your country does not mean automatic 
membership in Canada. Tradespeople are 
expected to apply for union membership on 
their own initiative. 


Information concerning requirements for 
specific occupations in Canada is available 
from the Canadian government office where 


you apply. 


FUNDS 


When you arrive in Canada, you will need 
money for expenses while you get settled. 
The immigration officer who processes your 
application will tell you how much money to 
have available for this purpose. 


HOUSEHOLD GOODS 


Most household and personal effects which 
you own and have used before arriving in 
Canada can be brought in without tariffs or 
taxes. However, all such goods must be kept 
for 12 months after arrival in Canada, or they 
will be subject to normal duties and taxes. 
Automobiles or trucks owned and used be- 
fore arrival may be brought to Canada if they 
meet Canadian safety regulations and are to 
be used only for family transportation. Further 
information on Customs regulations is avail- 
able from the Canadian government office 
where you apply. 


For further information on immigrating to 
Canada contact an immigration officer at any 
Canadian government office outside Canada, 
or if you are in Canada, contact the nearest 
Canada Immigration Centre. 
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